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I do not say that all of these
Men did and said such villainies,                                               8,470
Because the good men, who there dwelt
And stayed against their wishes, felt
Most grief-stricken at this disaccord.
Which was not ended by the Lord.
To great disgust such acts incited
Them. But wicked folk delighted
At the discord and severance
Of the barons and the king of France.
BUT  WHERE  ARE  THE  SNOWS   OF  YESTERYEAR?
When Charlemagne, that king so great
Who conquered many a realm and state,                             8,4!
Set forth to wage his war in Spain,
Leading with him that gallant train
Whom Ganelon, to the dismay
Of France, to Marsile did betray 5
Again, when he in Saxony
Did such great feats of gallantry,
When he beat Guiteclin and broke
The power of the Saxon folk
With his companions mettlesome 5
And when he led his host to Rome                                      s,<
When, with a great force, Agoland
At Reggio came from sea to land
In that rich realm, Calabria 5
In the other war, when Syria
Was lost and conquered and invaded,
And Antioch likewise blockaded 5
And 'midst the strife and fierce onslaught
Of battles 'gainst the paynim fought,
Where many of them lost their life,
There was no quarreling or strife                                         s
In those old days for men to quench
Of who was Norman and who French,
Manceau, Burgundian, or who